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REMARKS 

The Office Action dated November 2, 2001 has been received and carefully studied. 

The Examiner maintains the rejection of claims 1-20, 22-24 and 31-34 under 35 U.S.C. 
§102(b) as being anticipated by Femwood et al., or alternatively under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Femwood et al. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider her position. 

The Examiner states that Femwood teaches a device having sample reservoirs 12, 
collection reservoirs 20, filtration substrate 13 and spouts 14 fixed together with screws and 
latches. The Examiner considers the filter portions to be of the same thickness as the rest of the 
sheet, and that the adsorbent filters (TEFLON or TEFLON coated with diatomaceous earth) are 
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inheifently functionalized to be adsorbent. The Examiner coi35iders the diatomaceous earth 
particles to be entrapped in the porous matrix. 

It is BOW clear from the Office Action that the Examiner considers the language at column 
3, lines 25-30 of Feniwood et aj. to mean that the porous fUtration substrate 13 can fill the sample 
reservoirs 12. Applicants resoectfiillv but vigorously disagree . The circular regions referred to in 
Femwood et al. are porous portions, aligned with each well, formed in the nonporous film. There 
is no disclosure or suggestion whatsoever that the filtration substrate fills the well. Indeed, 
Fernwood et al. clearly state that the circular embodiment involves a nonporous film or sheet the 
same size as the membrane shown , but containing porous circular regions aligned with each 
apermre. Accordingly. Femwood et al. do not disclose or suggest structures having the instantly 
claimed aspect ratio, and in fact teach away from such a suggestion. 

The Examiner rejects claims 2 and 10 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Femwood and further in view of Foltz, and claim 21 as being unpatentable over Femwood and 
further in view of Bowers et al. 

These claims are believed to be allowable by virtue of their dependence for the reasons 
articulated above. 

Reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested in view of the foregoing. 

RespectftiUY^ffpbmitted, 

emack 
Reg. No. 32,579 
176 E. Main Street 
Westboro, Massachusetts 01581 
TEL; (508) 898-1818 
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Registration No. 32,579 
Nields & Lemack 
176 E, Main Street 
Westboro, MA 01581 

TEL: (508) 898-1818 
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In accordance with our telephone conversation, we transmit herewith an additional copy of 
the Response After Final that was filed on January 9, 2002, 

CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify thai these papers are being facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark 
Office on the date shown below. 



.^^^^ 

Kevin S. Lemack 


January 29. 2002 

Date 


01/. 22 508G982020 NLDLAW PAGE 


tfCo j.plua lifln (+) insida this box |+ | 


PTO/SB/21 tOS-00) 
Approved for use Oirough 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Paieni and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
UndQF mc PaperWQrtf Pedurtion Act ef 1993. no par^ona an. requln^d lo fMpond tP a eonection of informatton unleai a dispUya » Valfaj OMB control number. 


TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all cxirrBspondence after initial fifing) 


Application Number 


Filing Date 


First Named Inventor 


Group Art Unrt 


E;iaminer Name 


09/659,241 


September 11, 2000 


William Kopaciewicz 


1743 


Ludlow, J. 


Total Number of Pages in This Submission 


Attorney Docket Number 


MCA-A63 


ENCLOSURES (check alt that app!y) 


I [ Fee Transmittal Form 
I ' j Fea Attached 


Amendment / Reply 
[xT[ After Final 
I I Affidavitsydedaration(s} 

I I Extension of Time Request 

I I Express Abandonment Request 

I I InfomiatSon Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document{s) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 


□ 


□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 


Assignment Papers 
(for an AppHcation) 

Drawing [s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
Petltibn 

Petition to Convert to a 
provisional Applies lion 

Power ef Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Con'espondence 
Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 

CD, Number of CD(s) 


□ After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

□ Appeal Communication to Boani 
of Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to Group 


□ 
□ 
□ 


Proprietary Information 
Status Letter 

Otfier 6/^^ure[s) (please 
identify ifep 


Remarks 





SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT. ATTORNEY. OR AGENT 


or 

Individual name 


Kevin S* Leraack 
Nields & Lemack 



Signature 


Date 


January 9, 2002 



CERTIFICAT6 OF MAILING 


1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United Stales Postal Service with sufficient postaae as first dass 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this date; [jg^n , 9 ^OQ? 1 

Typed or printed name 

5^J3^S. Lemack 

^ Signature 

1 Date 

January 9. 2002 ^ 


„ -I. -IT — ■/ — — ^-..--.^ or""' »■» lltiWM VI UlC U lUIWIUUfll mj 

on Ihe amount of time you are rcquifed to eomplota tnis form jhauld be teftX to th= Chief lniorma(k>n ORicvr. U.S. PatenI and Trademark Office WSlshlnglan. 
DC 202:1. 00 NOT S5ND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDReSS. SEND TO; A^»i3tant Commtasioner for PsieniS. Vwasr*ington. DC 20231. 


